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VILLAGE OF OAKFIELD BOARD OF TRUSTEES

SEMI-MONTHLY MEETING
March 11, 2013
A regular meeting of the Village of Oakfield Board of Trustees was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Rick Pastecki followed by the Pledge to the Flag and Prayer.  The following Trustees were present:    Shelly D’Alba, Jason Armbrewster, Jeremy Yasses, Joan Stevens    
Also present: Clerk/Treasurer Joyce Grazioplene, D.P.W. Supervisor Dave Laney, Oakfield Fire Department President John Igoe, Fire Chief Sean Downing, others per attached sheet.
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
John Igoe, President OFD   President Igoe asked the Board to reconsider the charges against Robert Hilchey.  There may have been a misunderstanding in the questions that were asked of them by the Village Board.  In reviewing the minutes of the Fire Department board meetings, Mr. Hilchey was given permission by the Board of Directors to make plumbing changes in the hall.  
Sean Downing, Fire Chief  said he echoed Mr. Igoe’s statements.   The members of the Fire Department are present at the meeting in uniform as a symbol of unity and to show their pride and honor for what they do for the community – responding to neighbors in need, not knowing whether or not they will come home after a call, recalling what happened in Webster.  They are doing this because they want to serve the community and give something back.   After reviewing the meeting minutes, it was determined that Mr. Hilchey had asked and was given permission to purchase a tankless water heater and make improvements to the water lines.  If the discussion up to this point impacted the Board’s decision, he asked the Board to reconsider based on the facts they have found to be true and rescind the motion to file charges.  The two Boards could then sit down and discuss this.  
Fire Department Report

Mr. Igoe responded to issues raised by the Village in a recent letter.

1.  Amount due for unmetered water.    They do not agree with the amount asked for in the letter.  The line was only accessible for approximately 3 months, and has not been used since the issue came up.  Also the Village uses the fire department to do water testing and water is run for a period of time.
2.  Plumbing work.  Mr. Igoe had contacted an engineer and started the work.  The Board of Directors stopped the work due to the cost.   They have been in contact with an engineer from the Town of Batavia who could approve the backflow preventer in less time.  They are planning to cut the 2” line down to ¾ inch and install a ¾ inch backflow preventer.  They would then use the hydrant to fill the tanker.  
3. Certificate of Need.  The Certificate of Need has been given up. It was only used for the ambulance.  They are applying for a BLSCofR to be able to respond as a rescue squad.  This will allow them to get refunds for EMT courses and recognition as EMT’s.   The number of EMT’s is dwindling due to the number of hours required.  This contributed to the decision to give up the ambulance, along with the cost.   
4. They are working on their non-profit filing with the State.   
The Fire Department asked if the Village could store one of the trucks for a couple months so they do not have to keep one of their vehicles outside while they are trying to sell it.  Once the truck is sold they will have room to store them all.   Supervisor Laney will make room.       
Executive Session  A Motion was made by Trustee Shelly D’Alba to go into Executive Session to at 6:01 p.m. to discuss personnel information relating to employee discipline and pending prosecution of a criminal offense.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Jason Armbrewster. 

Ayes:  Yasses, Stevens, Armbrewster, D’Alba. 

Carried. 


Fire Department President John Igoe and Fire Chief Sean Downing were invited into Executive Session at 6:30 p.m. and left Executive Session at 7:00 pm.


A Motion was made by Trustee Joan Stevens to close Executive Session at 7:10 p.m.  The Motion was seconded by Trustee Shelly D’Alba.

Ayes:  Yasses, Stevens, Armbrewster, D’Alba. 

Carried. 

OLD BUSINESS

1. Resolution #2-2013 To Apply For Efficiency Grant Along With The Town Of Alabama And The Town Of Oakfield.
A Motion was made by Trustee Joan Stevens to adopt Resolution #2  -  2013.    The motion was seconded by Trustee Jason Armbrewster.

Ayes:  Yasses, Stevens, Armbrewster, D’Alba. 

Carried. 

NEW BUSINESS   

1. Approval of Minutes  –    A Motion was made by Trustee Joan Stevens to approve the minutes of the February 25, 2013 meeting.   The motion was seconded by Trustee Jason Armbrewster.

        Ayes:  Yasses, Stevens, Armbrewster.   Trustee D’Alba abstained. 

  Carried. 

2. Approval of March Abstract – The following claims were audited by the Board:

General Fund – #9130-9139, 9144-9173 
$ 20,812.00
Water Fund – #8187-8192
1,303.22
              

Sewer Fund - #9932 - 9944
12,874.84
Capital Project Fund  -  #8334  
          252.00 
 

TOTAL
$  35,242.06
A Motion was made by Trustee Jason Armbrewster to approve payment of the above claims. 

The Motion was seconded by Trustee Shelly D’Alba.   
        Ayes:  Stevens, Armbewster, D’Alba.
        Opposed:  Yasses

        Carried.       

3. Investment Report The Board reviewed the February investment report. 
4. Zoning Report   The Board reviewed the Zoning Officer’s monthly report.   Mayor Pastecki explained that the Zoning Officer needs permission from the Board to issue court summons.   He requested permission to issue court summons if necessary for properties that have been issued violations on Water Street and Main Street.  Trustee Yasses said he would like to see the issues voted on separately.  The Village was aware the print shop was being taken down on Water Street for a parking lot.  Because there is a lack of paperwork on the part of the Village, he does not feel it is fair to the property owner.   

A motion was made by Trustee Jeremy Yasses to not pursue a court summons for the two properties on Water Street in violation.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Jason Armbrewster.               
 
Ayes:  Yasses, Stevens, Armbrewster, D’Alba.

Opposed:   Pastecki     
      Carried.

A motion was made by Trustee Shelly D’Alba to approve issuing a court summons for property 

  on Main Street in violation.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Joan Stevens.


Ayes:  Yasses, Stevens, Armbrewster, D’Alba, Pastecki

Carried.
5. D.P.W. Report     
Sidewalk Plowing   Supervisor Laney has received complaints about damage caused by sidewalk plowing.  The D.P.W. will be repairing the plow damage.   
U-Dump  Supervisor Laney has two more quotes on a u-dump.  The lowest price was from Unicorn in the amount of $6,100.00.   It may be possible to purchase it in this year’s budget.          

Carpet Cleaning  The carpets in the Village office building have been cleaned and the floors stripped and waxed.  The sink has been fixed in the men’s room.         

Tank Repair  Supervisor Laney received a call from Amstar.  They are still looking into the cost to repair the leak.  He expects to hear something by tomorrow.    This morning the tank did not appear to be leaking.  

Water Seminar    Supervisor Laney requested approval for himself and one employee to attend a water seminar April 3 in Lockport, NY.   There is no cost.   A motion was made by Trustee Jeremy Yasses to approve Supervisor Laney’s request to attend a water seminar on April 3, 2013 in Lockport, NY with one employee, to include reimbursement for lunch not to exceed $10.00 each.   The motion was seconded by Trustee Shelly D’Alba.  
Ayes:  Yasses, Stevens, Armbrewster, D’Alba.

Carried.

Sewer  Backup – Park Avenue   There was a sewer backup on Park Avenue.   The manhole had to be cleaned out.  They found small pieces of cement block in the bottom.  There are some engineering difficulties because of the way lateral sewer lines had been installed in the past.  Supervisor Laney will be repairing the manhole.  He is also looking into the cost to replace it.   Trustee Armbrewster suggested doing a sewer inventory and taking pictures of the manholes to identify any problems.    
6. Memorial Benches   The Clerk was asked if the Board would be interested in adding more benches to Memorial Park.  The Board said they would.
7. Jury Duty    The Clerk asked if employees were paid for Jury Duty.   The Personnel Policy does not address this.   The Board agreed employees should be paid for jury duty.  The Personnel Policy will be amended.

8. Fire Department – Criminal Charges   A motion  was made by Trustee Jason Armbrewster to drop the charges against Robert Hilchey based on having received erroneous information, conditional upon an agreeable press release issued by the Fire Department.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Joan Stevens.
 Ayes:  Yasses, Stevens, Armbrewster, D’Alba, Pastecki
  Carried.
Having no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. on motion by Trustee Joan Stevens, seconded by Trustee Shelly D’Alba and carried by unanimous vote.
The next meeting will be March 25, 2013 at 5:30 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,

Joyce Grazioplene,  Clerk Treasurer
 RESOLUTION #2  -  2013   RESOLUTION TO APPLY FOR EFFICIENCY GRANT ALONG WITH THE 

TOWN OF ALABAMA AND THE TOWN OF OAKFIELD

WHEREAS,  the State of New York has authorized the making of grants to aid eligible units of government in financing the cost of improvements and/or studies that will impact managing the future growth and development of the community; and


WHEREAS, the Municipality intends to request grant assistance from the state;


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,


That the Municipality will perform the functions and obligations of the grant recipient as set out in a grant agreement should this project be chosen for funding;


That  Mayor Richard D. Pastecki,  and successors so titled, is hereby authorized to execute and file an application on behalf of the Municipality with the State of New York for a grant, to aid in the Joint Efficiency Grant Application for the year 2013 along with the Town of Alabama and Town of Oakfield, and execute all necessary documents with an amount not to exceed $7,000.00;


That the Local Government Efficiency Grant 2012-2013 shall include the update of the joint Alabama-Oakfield Comprehensive Plan, zoning reform and smart growth principles implementation feasibility study, development of a form-based code, and feasibility study to look at potential shared services to more effectively and efficiently deliver municipal services in preparation for the development pressure that will result from the Western New York Science Technology Advanced Manufacturing Park (STAMP) that is under development with the Town of Alabama;


That the grant funding request is in the amount of $171,000.00 and the Village of Oakfield will commit to ten percent (10%) local share;


That the Mayor, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to furnish such information as the appropriate State agency may request in connection with such application or the project to make the assurances as contained above, and to execute such other documents as may be required in connection with the application. 

A motion was made by Trustee Joan Stevens, to adopt the above resolution dated March 11, 2013.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Jason Armbrewster.            

Ayes:   Yasses,  Stevens,  Pastecki,  Armbrewster,  D’Alba

Opposed:   - 0 -

Carried.


