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VILLAGE OF OAKFIELD  BOARD OF TRUSTEES

PUBLIC HEARINGS
APRIL 8, 2014
Present:  Mayor Jason Armbrewster, Trustees Shelly D’Alba, Joan Stevens, Scott Boring, David Boyle

The Mayor and Trustees were previously sworn in by the Village Clerk.  

Also Present:   Clerk/Treasurer Joyce Grazioplene, D.P.W. Supervisor Dave Laney, Tom Graham, Michelle Bartholomew, Janette Veazey-Post, Dan Riner.

Public Hearing – Tentative Budget  The Public Hearing was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Armbrewster to hear comments for or against the 2014/2015 Tentative Budget.   A motion was made by Trustee Shelly D’Alba at 7:17 p.m and seconded by Trustee Joan Stevens to officially open the Public Hearing.
Ayes:  Boyle, Stevens, D’Alba, Boring

Carried.

No one spoke on the Tentative Budget.  Mayor Armbrewster said he would take comments on any of the funds.
Tom Graham   Mr. Graham thanked the Board for keeping things under control in the overall budget.  He discussed the water rate increase and suggested three options for handling debt.   He was not in favor of charging it through the rate per 1,000 gallons since you cannot guarantee the amount of water that will be used.   He suggested charging it as a separate line per unit on the water bill or putting it on the tax bill.  Then you are sure of the money you will be getting toward the debt.    He feels past debt that had been incurred is a Village responsibility.  This debt should not be charged to the Town users – they have no say in it.    It is taxation without representation.     Mayor Armbrewster explained that the Village met with the Town last week to go over the rate and will meet with them again to answer any other questions they have.  The Town users are paying the same rate as the Village – the same as they have been.   The Village is proposing charging all expenses and debt through the rate.  They have not made a final decision.          
Public Hearing – Sewer Rates   The Public Hearing was called to order at 7:13 p.m. on motion by Trustee Joan Stevens and seconded by Trustee Shelly D’Alba to hear comments on the proposed increase in sewer rate.
Ayes:  Boyle, Stevens, D’Alba, Boring

Carried.

 Janette Veazey-Post  Mrs. Veazey-Post was not in favor of charging debt through a rate per 1,000 gallons.  She would like to see it in a unit fee also.   

Dan Riner  Mr. Riner suggested waiting until final costs are known before projecting a rate.  He feels confident the Board will arrive a rate that is good for everyone.   He cautioned against speculating additional usage.    

Mayor Armbrewster said the Board is looking into an AG rate.  
Public Hearing – Water Rates   The Public Hearing was called to order at 7:30 p.m. on motion by Trustee Shelly D’Alba and seconded by Trustee Joan Stevens to hear comments on the proposed increase in the water rate.
Comments on the water rate increase were previously given.  

Close Public Hearing – Sewer Rate  A Motion was made by Trustee Shelly D’Alba to close the public hearing for the sewer rate increase at 7:37 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Joan Stevens.
Ayes:  Boyle, Stevens, D’Alba, Boring

Carried.

Close Public Hearing – Tentative Budget  A Motion was made by Trustee Joan Stevens to close the public hearing for sewer rate increase at 7:40 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Shelly D’Alba.

Ayes:  Boyle, Stevens, D’Alba, Boring

Carried.

Close Public Hearing – Water Rate  A Motion was made by Trustee Scott Boring to close the public hearing for water rate increase at 7:42 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Joan Stevens.

Ayes:  Boyle, Stevens, D’Alba, Boring

Carried.

The Board discussed having another budget meeting following the Board meeting on April 14, 2014.  

Farnsworth Avenue BAN    The BAN is due May 23, 2014.  Jeff Smith of Municipal Solutions is recommending the Village issue a Bond this year.  The Board agreed.

Resumes – Village Clerk    Trustees Shelly D’Alba and Joan Stevens will review the resumes and begin preliminary interviews next week.

Having no further business to come before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. on motion by Trustee Joan Stevens, seconded by Trustee Shelly D’Alba. 

Respectfully submitted,

Joyce Grazioplene,

Clerk/Treasurer
