
VILLAGE OF OAKFIELD BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MONTHLY MEETING

              September 14th , 2015 @ 7:00 pm
A regular monthly meeting of the Village of Oakfield Board of Trustees was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Jason Armbrewster, followed by the Pledge to the Flag.  The following Trustees were present: Scott Boring, Shelly D’alba, Joan Stevens, and David Boyle.

Also Present: Clerk/Treasurer, Andrew Maguire; DPW Supervisor, David Laney; Deputy Clerk, Michelle Bartholomew; DPW Employee, Tom Mikolajczyk; Zoning Officer, Rick Pastecki; Zoning Review Committee Members Anne Engle and Ron D’alba; Village Attorney, Reid Whiting; Whiting Law Firm Associate, John Whiting. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:

1) LOCAL LAW # 1-2015: RESOLUTION #18 – 2015 AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF 2015: AMENDING THE VILLAGE OF OAKFIELD ZONING LAW
A Motion was made by Trustee D’alba to open the public hearing for Local Law #1 @ 7:01 P.M., Second by Trustee Stevens. Ayes: Boring, Boyle, D’alba Stevens.  Carried.

Mayor Armbrester states the Zoning Review Committee has worked hard to make this local law. Trustee D’alba asked how will the Village maintain and pursue violations. Anne Engel states the Zoning Enforcement Officer for the majority of the sections. Chairperson Boyle states there are concerns about temporary uses of parking in the yard. Trustee Stevens state if a car is there all day for an event or gathering and not there all night, a few hours here and there. Zoning Enforcement Officer (ZEO) Pastecki asked if it was specific to the terrace or front lawn. Anne Engel states front lawn, cars there permanently are detrimental to the Village. Trustee Stevens asked if there would be a time limit for something like a party. Anne Engel states that would not be a concern. Mayor Armbrewster states there is a car on Cary Ave. for almost 2 years now, has plates on it, and is rusting but the registration has expired. Trustee Boyle states incidental use and enforcement issue. City of Batavia, Leroy and Bergen all have similar local laws. An official in Attica states it is a growing problem and they will address it as well. DPW Supervisor Laney asked what if the car is parked not in their front yard, it is in the side yard. ZEO Pastecki states residents are allowed one non registered vehicle on their property, it just cannot be in the front yard. Mayor Armbrewster states during the winter there should be no parking on the terrace over night. Some family’s have 4 cars, park in side or front for the winter. Deputy Clerk Bartholomew states she has three kids in her house and there is a fire hydrant right in front, where are they supposed to park now. ZEO Pastecki asked what the consequences for parking there during the winter are. Mayor Armbrewster states the Code Enforcement Officer and Sheriff’s can patrol this. Village Attorney Reid Whiting states the laws do have some provision for an area variance, or special use permit with compelling circumstances, like a narrow lot with no where to park out back, the Village can incorporate that provision for circumstances. ZEO Pastecki asked if residents can  request a zoning app for variance? Attorney Whiting states under principals of law, might be a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA). If  it is an insufficient lot size, it may make sense. The ZBA could impose those limitations. If there is an area variance granted, it runs with the land, not the owner. A special use permit would be better and can be reviewed by the Village Board. Trustee D’alba asked if the Village could force people to expand their driveways.  Trustee Boring states the resident would not be parking in the street for the snow plow, it would free them up. Trustee Stevens does not want to see rusty cars in front yard. Anne Engle states that absent land lords don’t care, they just collect rent and hurt the rest of us as the properties fall apart. Trustee D’alba states it can require a site plan, and the ZEO could do that and violate them if they do not adhere. Anne Engle states if a resident wants to sell their house we all want the Village to look nice. Mayor Armbrewster states there are boats in front yards, and RV’s. It can pose a safety issue, can’t see sidewalk, sight issues. Did not approve no parking, it was a tractor trailer parked in terrace for the week. Original recommendation, but was modified if it is kept mobile. If a resident wants a permit to pave it the terrace, they will incur the expenses. Asked Reid, concern about more paved area, could affect the drainage. The Village Board will table Local Law # 1-2015 for next month’s regular meeting and also discuss the zoning permit fo4r special use.
a Motion was made by Trustee D’alba to close the public hearing on Local Law #1-2015 @ 8:14 PM, second by Trustee Stevens. Ayes: Boring, Boyle, D’alba and Stevens.   Carried. 
2) LOCAL LAW # 2-2015: RESOLUTION #19 – 2015 AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW # 2 OF 2015: AMENDING VILLAGE OF OAKFIELD LOCAL LAW #5 OF 1988 AND LOCAL LAW # 4 OF 1991 PERTAINING TO WEED AND DEBRIS ZONING LAWS
A Motion  was made by Trustee D’alba to open the public hearing for Local Law # 2-2015 @ 7:14PM, second by Trustee Stevens. Ayes: Boring, Boyle, D’alba and Stevens. Carried. 
Mayor Armbrewster states he like this local law, more strict penalties for consistent violators. No public comments to be heard. The Village board will table this discussion until next regular meeting so Hazardous Trees can be incorporated into the verbiage (See “New Business”, Section “4”)
 A Motion  was made by Trustee D’alba to close the public hearing on Local Law # 2-2015 @ 8:09 PM, second by Trustee Stevens. Ayes: Boring, Boyle, D’alba, Stevens. Carried. 
3) lOCAL LAW # 3-2015: RESOLUTION #20 – 2015 AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW # 3 OF 2015: AMENDING LOCAL LAW #3-2010: THE VILLAGE OF OAKFIELD ZONING LAW PERTAINING TO SANDWICH SIGN BOARDS
A Motion  was made by Trustee D’alba to open the public hearing for  Local Law #3-2015 @ 7:16PM, second by Trustee Stevens.  Ayes: Boring, Boyle, D’alba, Stevens. 

Mayor Armbrewster asked Ron D’alba if he could elaborate on his disagreement with this local law originally. Mr. D’alba states he had a chance to look into it further and is ok with this Local Law. Trees, benches, garbage receptacles all pose a potential issue as much as a sandwich sign board does.  
A Motion was made by Trustee D’alba to close the public hearing on Local Law #3-2015 @ 8:12 PM, second by Trustee Stevens. Aye: Boring, Boyle, D’alba, Stevens. 

A Motion was made by Trustee Stevens to approve RESOLUTION #20 – 2015 AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW # 3 OF 2015: AMENDING LOCAL LAW #3-2010: THE VILLAGE OF OAKFIELD ZONING LAW PERTAINING TO SANDWICH SIGN BOARDS, Contingent on being renamed to Local Law # 1-2015, second by Trustee D’alba. Ayes: Boring, Boyle, D’alba, Stevens.      Carried.

4) LOCAL LAW # 4-2015: RESOLUTION #21 – 2015 AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW #4-2015: AMENDING THE VILLAGE OF OAKFIELD PERSONNEL POLICY 
A motion was made by Trustee D’alba to open the public hearing for Local Law #4-2015 @ 7:17 PM, second by Trustee Stevens. Aye: Boring Boyle, D’alba, Stevens. Carried. 
Mayor Arbrewster states the reason that the Village is doing this is to protect the Village. Clerk-Treasurer Maguire states that the verbiage in the law is standard and this will allow us to lower our premium request for cyber security insurance. NYMIR and that it is important to have this as well as our Attorney and especially so with technology and accepting credit cards. Keeps people accountable for their actions on computers and municipal cell phones.  No public comments. The Mayor would like to address the on call section as well of the personnel policy. Local Law #4-2015 will be tabled until next month’s regular meeting and will include an updated “on call” section. 

A Motion was made by Trustee D’alba to close the public hearing on Local Law # 4-2015 @ 8:19PM, second by Trustee Stevens. Ayes: Boring, Boyle, D’alba, Stevens.  Carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
No Public comments
OLD BUSINESS:
1) Forest Ave. and Water St. Reconstruction Project Update. 
a) Pay Application # 3
DPW Supervisor David Laney states American Paving will be mobilizing, storm sewers are done, water main, sewer line are connected, just passed bacteria testing, hooking up the other services today. That should be done with that tomorrow. Mayor Armbrewster asked if they had gotten anywhere with paving and the dump site. Mr. Laney states no, the inspector was sending that. The truck is not even legal to be on streets. Mayor Armbrewster states this is construction, the Village needs to protect North Pearl. Trustee Boyle asked about the letter going to residents. Mr. Laney states Clerk-Treasurer Maguire should be getting the letter out. Mr. Maguire states that the last discussion about the letter was to wait until all the galvanized lines were located as it may be a cost savings to residents if they all do it at once and that was per Steve Mountain. Mr. Maguire does not know what specifics need to be in the letter since it is about galvanized lines and replacement but will gladly put it on paper with some specifics provided from someone knowledgeable about the process. Mayor Armbrewster states to get everybody together that needs to be and get the letter out. Trustee Boyle would like list of galvanized lines, was going to work with Mark on getting everyone together and put it on letter head. Mayor Armbrewster states that Mr. Laney needs to get Trustee Boyle that letter. Residents have been asking about a wider driveway apron, could be done through this project, All Unit cost through American Paving. The Village paid for the concrete to be placed as it was grandfathered in on an old terrace where a resident did not have room in his driveway. ZEO Pastecki states previous Board’s would try to develop a local law on terraces but nothing was done. Mayor Armbrewster would like a letter to residents to see if they would be interested in widening their driveway apron.  Attorney Whiting states the contractor would be receptive to a wider driveway, it would be less concrete ultimately. More attention to forming will offset lower cost. Trustee D’alba states the total savings would not be known until it was completed. A Resident at 22 S. Pearl St wants to make it twice the width. The Mayor asked if there is there a way to put it on their owner’s tax bill. Trustee D’alba states her experience with a reconstruction was that residents were just billed through the Village Office. If a resident wants to widen the apron they would need to pay for that. The Mayor believes this will save money ultimately, now is the time to do it. If residents do not pay bill, put it on their taxes.  It is for approaches only, not terraces. Mrs. Engle states if driveways Y wide than the approach can only be X wider, residents may try to find a way around this. Mayor states correct, only 50% can be added. Our plans show driveways, some have fully paved apron. May incur cost on this, work through the plans on that. 
A Motion was made by Trustee Stevens to approve pay application # 3, second by Trustee Boring. Ayes: Boyle, D’alba, Stevens. (Mayor Armbrewster Abstains)     Carried 

2) Waste Water Treatment Program Update: Mayor Armbrewster would like to propose an additional meeting in September on the 28th @ 5PM. DPW Supervisor Laney asked if anyone has heard more on the solar project. Mayor Armbrewster states they are working with a new solar company. Jeff Pedro will give us an update. Attorney Whiting asked if they pitched a long term lease proposal. If so, look very carefully at it, Avon has acreage, be weary of lease terms. They had asked the engineers for a proposal to buy panels. Avon decided to buy the panels out right as it was more cost effective. Talk with Village Clerk in Avon for more details, studied it thoroughly, purchase was best. The Mayor states the Village can purchase these at any time. Applied for grant, and if we get grant we can purchase. We have done research and hopefully it will pay off with a Grant. 

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Village and Town of Oakfield Agreement for Operation and Maintenance of Water Facilities: Mayor Armbrewster states that Village Attorney Whiting looked through this, no real comments for or against. Trustee D’alba has a question about the changes. The Village should not charge the town for any portion of future debt in the water fund. Other than debt for the water tower. Does not seem right, the Village can periodically change the rates. It is like a National Grid project, if service in the Village need to be changed the cost spreads to all people, even if it only affects the Village people. If the Board approves this, it is likely they will want us to change the rate structure for town residents and Village residents. We need everyone to pay it down, that was a big part of the entire project.  The Board needs to review it again before next meeting. Have the Town Attorney and our Attorney present to talk through this in an informal setting. Need to have a further discussion with the town. The Village Board will table discussion until a meeting with the Town has happened.  
2. Fire Chief/President Report. Mayor Armbrewster reports he had told the Fire Department to get the specs together for a bid, the Fire Department sent out the documents to companies already. The Village Attorney reviewed and found some issues; they need a bid bond, formally taking off the Bid. Has not been formally bid, it needs to be revised to new recommendations and publicly advertise it in the paper. Need to keep it below $400,000. 
3. Zoning/Code Reports.

Code Officer Bruce Gerould Reports: no formal report given
Zoning Enforcement Office Rick Pastecki Reports there have been a lot of applications, issues, received a call about a tree in the Village, looks rotted, and still has growth though. On the home owner’s property, complaint about it, it is going to fall. Some areas it is dead, center is hollow. Harmful vegetation; it can be considered as vegetation, but is it harmful, is it potentially hazardous; maybe. Still alive in some spots, don’t know if to pursue it. Trustee Boring asked if it is more than 50% dead. ZEO Pastecki states yes, most likely. Would consider it a hazard and it is right up against the sidewalk. Attorney Whiting states if a neighbor has presented a complaint, at a minimum, send a letter about potential health or hazard, and potential death. Remove it forth with. If a tragedy does happen, then the Village is not liable. You just discussed enacting a weed and debris ordinance and health, public safety and welfare. There is nothing more dangerous than a limb that could fall. While working on that local law, put in a provision about trees in last stages of lawn. Mayor Armbrewster asks the ZEO to please send the letter, and if we are updating this local law, we can update it fully. Re-open these up on the 28th and move forward. Attorney 

Whiting states to try and find out the liability carrier, and copy them as well, they don’t want that either. The Mayor suggests to not approve Local Law #2-2015 and suggests to figure out the proper wording for that. Send an e-mail with what you just described and can do that way as well. ZEO Pastecki states a resident put in a pool and then filed the application after. Technically they are three feet from property line, and they are only 5 feet, have not heard anything back from them, electrical issues, no safety latch on pool, no application for variance. They may have to take it down and they are renters. Should charge them $25, please send that bill to them. 
4. Historical Society Report. No Formal Report Submitted. 
5. Camden Report. Formal Written Report Submitted. Mayor Armbrewster states things are moving pretty well at the plant, no big issues. High water for rain events. Generator grant still out there and hope for a solution. 
6. Approval of August 10th, 2015 Minutes. 
A Motion was made by Trustee D’alba to approve August 10th, 2015 minutes, second by Trustee Stevens. Ayes: Boring, Boyle, D’alba, Stevens.      Carried.
7. Approval of September’s Abstract/ P.O’s.

A Motion was made by Trustee D’alba approve September’s abstract and purchase orders, second by Trustee Stevens. Ayes: Boring, Boyle, D’alba, Stevens.      Carried. 
8. August Investment Report. The Village Board of Trustees has reviewed August 2015 investment report and found no issues.  
9. July Financial Report: Trustee D’alba has a couple questions on some line items, want to know the details. Will send the Clerk-Treasurer an e-mail with specifics. Clerk-Treasurer Maguire states that these were very difficult to provide with Freed Maxick just finishing the audit, it required his undivided attention as it was the first audit and a GAAS audit which make it very detail oriented. The financials may change based on their findings and adjustments. Will keep the board informed but made things difficult being this late in the year. 
The Village Board Reviewed the July Financial Report and found no issues.

10. D.P.W. Report. DPW Supervisor Laney reports that hydrants have been lubed and oiled. Spent a week at the Town Park for Labor Days Weekend. Weeds are trimmed, tree grates weeded, and trimmed. Started reading water meters. Know where to find curb stop, curb stop cards. Hydrant flushing monthly. Need to do annual flushing. All pot holes will be filled. November will be sanitary sewer cleaning. Sidewalk removals. Other than that, Triangle Park has a light out. $2,842 to replace that light. Knocked down by Village Equipment. Can be taken out of Street Beautification. About 6 weeks to get the new one. Did not turn in purchase order to order that. Quote from country line. Mayor Armbrewster states to take the funds out of streets. Have that finalized. Looking into the new truck with a utility box, looking upward of $45,000. Not budget that much for the truck. Town of Batavia may have truck for sale with utility box. The Mayor states to look at this, and have meeting with Town of Oakfield before then. do not want to spend dollars outside of our user districts, without an agreement, and buying a $45,000 truck. 
11. Clerk’s Report.  Clerk-Treasurer Maguire Reports: Clerk-Treasurer Maguire reports that the audit is finalized as discussed. It was a bit of an assembly line of auditors in and out of his office all week. This brings a total of 7 business days spent with the auditors and at least a week of scanning and prepping items for the file share. They utilize an intranet system and want the documents uploaded on to that. Trustee D’alba would like Mr. Maguire to track all the hours he has spent on the audit and getting ready for it. Mr. Maguire states it has been frustrating being this late in the year, will require week’s worth of catch up. It delays the financial process greatly as there will likely be adjustments. This will cause all the previous financials to change and be represented. Freed Maxick has told him to wait on posting any entries until a senior manager confirms. Will keep the Board up to date. Mr. Maguire also reports that Hurricane technologies has ordered the server and expect it to be in by October. They booked a 40 hour window for the install and any odds and ends items. Sensus should be out in early October to do the install of their software and begin the training once complete. Will provide more detail as it comes, but that is the plan so far.
12. Mayor’s Report. Mayor Armbrewster reports that he would like to amend the on call section of the personnel policy. Made some changes on the on call schedule, which brought up some bigger issues, need to dive into this. Needs the policy too specifically state what we need it to; the goal was to try and save dollars, but has spent dollars. Deputy Clerk Bartholomew is a good resource to see if there are further changes needed. Radio Reads are not operational, still reading meter with the handheld unit. The Village was told it would be a 6 month turn around and it’s been a year. Attorney Whiting said this topic is free to open meeting, or can be discuss in executive session as it could be a potential law suit.
A Motion was made by Trustee D’alba to go into executive session @ 8:04 PM to talk about a potential law suit, second by Trustee Stevens. Ayes: Boring, Boyle, D’alba Stevens. Carried. 
A Motion was made by Trustee D’alba to close executive session @ 8:18 PM, second by Trustee Stevens. Ayes: Boring, Boyle, D’alba and Stevens.  Carried. 
Mayor Armbrewster would like to start a committee to review the on call schedule for a holiday weekend at a future meeting. Village Attorney Reid Whiting said his son John will be joining the firm and has taken the BAR exam. The Office will have 3 attorneys with the ability to give answers more quickly, economy of scale. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned @   8:20    p.m. on A Motion by Trustee Stevens, seconded by Trustee D’alba. Ayes: Boring, Boyle, D’alba and Stevens.    Carried.  
The next regular Board meeting will be October 13th, 2015. @ 5:00 PM
A Special Meeting is scheduled for September 28th, 2015 @ 5:00 PM
Respectfully Submitted, 
Andrew Maguire

Clerk/Treasurer

September 14th, 2015

VILLAGE OF OAKFIELD
RESOLUTION #20 – 2015 AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW # 1 OF 2015: AMENDING LOCAL LAW #3-2010: THE VILLAGE OF OAKFIELD ZONING LAW PERTAINING TO SANDWICH SIGN BOARDS.
Adopted:  September 14th, 2015

The Village Board of the Village of Oakfield met at a regular board meeting at the Village Board Room located at 39 Main Street in the Village of Oakfield, New York on September 14, 2015 commencing at 7:00 p.m. and thereafter a public hearing was held at 7:00 p.m. and the following members were: 

Present:                    Mayor 
_Jason Armbrewster_____
            Trustee
_Shelly D’Alba._________

Trustee
_Joan Stevens _________

Trustee
_Scott Boring___________

                                    Trustee
_David Boyle___________
 

 
ABSENT/ABSTAIN:
______________________________


WHEREAS, all Village Board Members, having due notice of said meeting, and that pursuant to Section 94 of the Public Officers Law (Public Meetings Law), said meeting was open to the general public and due and proper notice of the time and place whereof was given as required by law; and  
WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Oakfield is considering a proposed Local Law entitled:  LOCAL LAW #1-2015: AMENDING LOCAL LAW #3-2010: THE VILLAGE OF OAKFIELD ZONING LAW PERTAINING TO SANDWICH SIGN BOARDS; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the proposed local law is to amend the Village of Oakfield Zoning Law # 3-2010, pertaining to regulation of sandwich sign boards in the Village of Oakfield Commercial Districts; and
WHEREAS,  Resolution # 14-2015 was duly adopted by the Village Board of the Village of Oakfield authorizing a public hearing to held by the Village Board on the 14th day of September  2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the Village Board room to hear all interested parties on a said Law; and
WHEREAS, notice of said public hearing was duly advertised in the Batavia Daily on or about the 5th day of August 2015, the official newspaper of said Village; and
WHEREAS, said public hearing was duly held on September 14th 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the Village Hall and all parties in attendance were permitted an opportunity to speak on behalf of or in opposition to said proposed local law, or any part thereof; and
WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Oakfield, after due deliberation, finds it in the best interest of said Village to adopt said local law.
NOW ON MOTION OF _Trustee Stevens      ._ which has been duly seconded by __Trustee                _D’alba____, therefore be it
RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Oakfield hereby adopts said LOCAL LAW # 1 OF 2015: AMENDING LOCAL LAW #3-2010: THE VILLAGE OF OAKFIELD ZONING LAW PERTAINING TO SANDWICH SIGN BOARDS; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk be and hereby is directed to enter said local law in the minutes of this meeting and give due notice of the adoption of said local law to the Secretary of the State of New York. 

Ayes:
_5_

Nays:  _0_



Quorum Present: _X_ Yes   __ No

Dated:  September 14th, 2015

         


 

